
Memphis Jewish Home 

was transformed into 

a tropical paradise to 

celebrate Caribbean Cruise Week. 

Lighted palm trees, tissue paper 

pineapples, and tropical �ower 

garlands decorated each neighbor-

hood, and activities took on  

a special cruise-like �air. �e 

Captain�s Lunch was the highlight 

of the week, and was complete 

with a Hawaiian shirt clad tourist 

greeting all the residents.
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The Home Edition
�e Home Edition newsletter is published quarterly for 
residents and their families, the Jewish Community,  

volunteers, supporters and sta� of the Memphis Jewish 
Home, �
 Bazeberry Road, Cordova, TN ���
�.

 ���.m�m����j�������m�.��	.
For further information, or to be added to our mailing list, 
please contact Joel Ashner, Community Relations Director,  

at (��
)��
-����  
or j���n��@m�m����j�������m�.��	.

Je� Bronze 
President, MJH Board of Directors

Mary Anna Kaplan 
Administrator

To unsubscribe: Your commitment and dedication to the Memphis 
Jewish Home is valued and appreciated by our residents, sta� and Board 

of Directors, but, if you would like to stop receiving this newsletter  
and other materials of interest from MJH we can remove you from  
our mailing list.  Just send a quick note with your name and address 

(you may include the mailing label from this newsletter) to: 
 Home Edition � Unsubscribe,  

�
 Bazeberry Road, Cordova, TN  ���
�-���


W�nt �n ������ �n� m��� ��n��n��nt ��� t� m��� t����t�  
donations? MJH will open a donation account for you with a 
minimum of �
��. �en when you are ready to send a tribute, 

just mail, fax, or email Joel Ashner all the information. Your account will be 
debited by the amount you specify, and an acknowledgement will be sent. It�s 
that simple. As with all tributes, there is a minimum of �
� per acknowledge-
ment. When your account is depleted, we will let you know. You can open 
your account with a check or a charge to your credit card. Just make sure you 
note that the gift is to open a donation account. Want more information? 
Call Joel Ashner at ��
-���� or email her at jashner@memphisjewishhome.org.

When you wish upon a star….
Items from the Memphis Jewish Home Wish List

 �
,��� will purchase special tablecloths, �atware, and 
glassware for  

Evening of Elegance dinners for residents.

 ��,��� will provide a cart and activities for room bound 
residents

 �
�,��� will provide an upgrade to the sound system in 
the auditorium.

 ���,��� will provide It�s Never Too Late Computer Lab 
and training

 ���,��� is needed to cover the cost of a new large bus 
with wheel chair access for  

residents to go on outings. �e rest will be covered by a 
challenge grant.

For information on other items or on granting a wish,  
please contact Joel Ashner at ���-����.
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E���� S�����n ��� �� ��������t��� ��� t�� ���� �� ��� 	���n 
here in the United States and the opportunities that it a�orded him.  
He was also eternally grateful to two strangers in particular who did 

their part to save his life. u Elias was originally turned down for a visa to 
enter this country from Poland in the ���s. But Elias� Aunt Lil from Nashville
wasn�t going to give up so easily. She talked 
to John J. Gore, a federal judge who knew 
U.S. Secretary of State Cordell Hull. Gore 
wrote a letter to Hull asking for his assis-
tance in getting Elias� visa granted. Because 
of the help of two strangers, twenty-four 
year old Elias� visa was granted, and he 

came to the U.S. in 
���. �is act essen-
tially saved Elias� life. Had he stayed in 
Poland, he would have most likely met 
the same fate as his parents and two of his 
brothers who were killed in concentration 
camps during the Holocaust.

Elias was forever grateful for being al-
lowed to come and live in this country.  
He felt a sense of duty to show his grati-
tude by helping those less fortunate, espe-
cially those he did not know, just as Judge 
Gore and Secretary of State Hull had done 
for him.

Elias learned about the Memphis Jewish 
Home some years ago on one of his visits 
to Memphis. He was impressed with the 
Home�s commitment to the elderly. He 
liked the Cordova location with its lovely 
grounds and building and remarked how 
nice it was for the residents to have such 
a place where needs can be met on a daily 
basis. Elias was pleased to know that ��  
of our residents are able to complete reha-
bilitation and return to the community.

He was moved by the Home�s dedica-
tion to all residents, Jewish or not, and by 
the commitment of the sta� to provide the 
best care possible. It brought Elias much 
pleasure to be an annual supporter of the 
Home, a sponsor in the golf tournament, 
and to include the Home in his estate plan.

Elias was a very active man throughout 
his entire life, walking three miles a day 
until he became ill recently. He also loved 
snow skiing, which he did on his annual 
trips to Aspen. His friends in Aspen gave 
him a big ��th birthday party that meant 
a great deal to him. He treasured a photo 
from that party, which he loved to show 
o� to visitors. His next trip was set for 
January 

th of this year. Sadly, Elias passed 
away on that very day after a brief illness. 
He was �� years young.

Because of the generosity and advanced 
planning of Elias Skovron, a number of 
worthy charities including Memphis Jew-
ish Home will bene›t from his legacy. He 
took great pleasure in knowing that he 
would be helping us to continue to pro-
vide our residents with a beautiful home 
and exceptional care. He felt it was the 
least he could do to say thanks for his own 
good health and fortune.
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